


WBS WU IAN ID. 


_A RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL. 





Vou. VI. 


EDITED BY ROBERT SMITH. 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY. 

Price Two Dollars per annum, payable in advance- 
Sabscriptionsand Payments received by 
WILLIAM SALTER, 
no. 50, NORTH FOURTH STREET, UP STAIRS, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


——enwXwr aa ee 
Por “‘ The Friend.*’ 


























at Bedford in the 9th month, 1830. 

The counsel for the Hicksites took the 
ground that the case was to be viewed simply 
as an action between the two persons, with- 
out any reference to the Society of Friends. 
On the contrary, it was urged by the counsel 
for Friends that the whole case must turn on 
the point who was the treasurer of the Pur- 
chase Preparative Meeting—James Field or 

THE PURCHASE LAWSUIT. Thomas Carpenter. Both claimed to be the 

In the 6th number of the 4th Volume of| ‘treasurer, and in order to settle this, refer- 
“The Friend,” there is a notice of a suit/¢7ce must be had not only to the preparative 
commenced by the Hicksites in the state of| meeting itself, but to the monthly, quarterly, 
New York, for the recovery of a part of a|amd yearly meeting, with which it was con- 
school fund which had been loaned to a|/nected. There were two bodies, each pro- 
Friend. As some of our readers may possibly fessing to be the preparative meeting, and to 
not have at hand the volume which contains| ave a right to manage the fund; and, in order 
the notice, we shall briefly recite the facts, to determine which was the legitimato one, 
in order to introduce the subjoined opinion |the court must refer to the doctrines, disci- 
of the supreme court in the case. pline and usages of the Society of Friends. 

The preparative meeting of Friends of The counsel also offered to produce evidence, 
Purchase, in the county of Westchester, state |Showing that the Hicksites did not hold the 
of New York, held and managed a fund|@cknowledged doctrines of the Society, and 
amounting in lands and money to about $3000 | that they had widely departed from its disci- 
—the income of which was to be appropriated pline and usages. It was also contended, 
to the schooling of the children of indigent|that the alleged majority of the Hicksites, in 
persons, members of that preparative meet-|the preparative meeting, could not give them 
ing. ‘The fund was raised by voluntary con- the right to control the-fund, inasmuch as the 
tributions and by legacies, and the treasurer principle of deciding by majority, or a vote, 
appointed by the preparative meeting. Pre-|OF count of members, had never been recog- 
vious to, and at the time of, the separation | ised by the Society of Friends, but was ad- 
this office was filled by a certain James Field,| Verse to its settled and invariable usage. 

a Hicksite. Prior to the division, the trea-| The Judge refused to hear some of the 
surer loaned to Charles Field, a Friend, the | testimony offered, on the ground that the wit- 
sum of $500, for which the latter gave his|"esses had an interest in the money at issue, 
note payable with interest. The separation |#s members of the preparative meeting. Tho- 
took place in Purchase monthly meeting, in|™&s Carpenter was one whose evidence was 
6th month, 1828—at which time the Hicks-| thus rejected. He also declined hearing any 
ites, by their violent and tumultuous beha-|proof as to the doctrines of the Society of 
viour, prevented Henry Griffin, the regular Friends or of the Hicksites; and taking the 
clerk of the monthly meeting, from going to|naked facts of the case, charged the jury that, 
the table, and compelled him and the other|#8 James Field had long acted as treasurer of 
Friends present, to retire from the house, and the fund in question, and was still considered 
hold the monthly meeting in the yard. The|s0 by a majority of those for whose use it had 
preparative meeting is subordinate to the|been established, they must find a verdict for 
monthly meeting, and liable to be controlled | the plaintifi—which they accordingly did. 

by it. In Ist month, 1830, the preparative The cause was moved to the supreme court 
meeting of Friends appointed Thomas Car-|of the State of New York, on a motion for a 
penter its treasurer, and Charles Field paid | "ew trial, and argued last summer. ‘The fol- 
the note to him. lowing is the opinion of that court in the 

Although the Hicksites had possession of|case,—the notes appended to it are not a part 
ten meeting-houses out of eleven in West-|f the opinion, but added by another hand— 
chester county, and of the whole of this school | V1z 


fund, save the $500 in question—yet, on OPINION. 
finding that Charles Field declined any longer James Fiecp vs. Cuaries Fos 
to recognise James Field as the treasurer of} By the court, Nelson, J. The objection to 


the preparative meeting, or to make any|the recovery on the ground of variance, be- 
further paymests to him, they a|tween the date of the instrument produced, 


SEVENTH DAY, FIRST MONTH, 26, 1833. 


at a circuit court of Oyer and Terminer, held| The pleader does not profess to set out the 


instrument verbatim. 

The judge erred in excluding the testimony 
of Thomas Carpenter, for under no view of 
the case that we can take, was he directly in- 
terested in the event. He had am interest in 
the fund in common with the other contribu- 
tors or members of the Purchase preparative 
meeting, but he was called against that inte- 
rest, so far as ‘it was immediately involved in 
the issue then trying. At all events, as between 
the immediate parties to the suit, his interest 
was in favour of the plaintiff, as the fund, if 
collected, was for the benefit of the proprie- 
tors ; and as régarded his position, upon all 
the faets disclosed on the trial, we think he 
was indifferent, or, at Jeast, his interest was 
neutralisedi’ 1t is said he was interested in 
sustaining the payment of the money to him- 
self as“treasurer, by the defendant, but we 
apprehend it would be difficult to show in 
what way he could be thus interested. Ad- 
mitting that he would be, at law or in equity, 
bound to refund the money to the defendant 
if he could not sustain his right or title to 
receive it as treasurer, the result of this suit 
did not necessarily determine that question, as 
he was not a party to it, and would not be 
bound by it. Whether he would be bound to 
refund the money, would depend upon a suit 
directly between the parties themselves. A 
recovery by the plaintiff in this case, would 
have perhaps an essential bearing upon that 
question, but would not control it, and the 
interest would be too remote and contingent 
to affect the competency of the witness. But 
conceding that upon the recovery by the plain- 
tiff here, the witness was under obligations 
to refund, how could he be interested? The 
fund was not his, and whether he paid it to the 
defendant or held or disbursed it as treasurer, 
so far as his own interest was involved, it was 
indifferent to him. If he was bound to refund, 
it would be confessedly upon the ground, that 
he is not the legal treasurer or trustee of the 
fund, and that the present plaintiff is. And 
so far asthe witness’s original and joint 
interest in the fund is involved, it is the same 
to him in judgment of law, whether the fund 
is held or disbursed by himself as treasurer, or 
by the present plaintiff as treasurer, for we 
are bound to believe either would perform his 
duty with fidelity. I am therefore clearly of 
opinion the witness was not interested so far as 
to render him incompetent on the ground— 

Ist. As to his position as treasurer holding 
the fund, he was but a naked trustee, and his 
own interest would be unaffected, whether he 
retained the fund, or was obliged to repay it ; 


suit for the recovery of thenipener: The\and the one described in the declaration, is|and further, even supposing it to be affected 
re 


cause came on for trial befo ge 





Emmett | untenable. There is none in substance or fact.| by the repayment, that event was not a direct 
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and necessary consequence of the recovery in 
this suit, and was too remote and contingent 
to exclude him, and 

2d. So far as his joint and fractional inte- 
rest in the fund was involved in the suit, he 
was called in favour of it, for the ground upon 
which the plaintiff claimed the right to re- 
cover was as trustee of the fund; for the 
benefit of the proprietors, and there can be 
no doubt if he recovers he is bound so to hold it. 
The decision of this question is not very im- 
portant in the case, as probably, every ma- 
terial fact which could be proved by this 
witpess was subsequently sworn to by others. 

The great and important question involved 
in the case is, whether payment of the note 
was established on the trial,* and this involves 
the enquiry as to the legality of the appoint- 
ment of Thomas Carpenter as treasurer of the 
Purchase preparative meeting school fund on 
the Ist January, 1830. If he was, the issue 
under the pleadings was established in favour 
of the defendant, and payment to the trea- 
sure would be a good defence. The ma- 
: terial facts upon which this question must 
i depend, and upon which alone we must de- 
; termine it, are not contested in the case, 
though the generality of them leave in a mea- 
sure some of the leading features of it, in a 
little obscurity. We should have been better 
satisfied if the case presented a more minute 
and full account of the origin, purpose, and 
also the manner of controlling and disposing 
of the Purchase preparative meeting school 
fund, which at the same time would necessa- 
rily have given us, with more particularity, its 
connection with the Purchase preparative meet- 
ing of the Friends. 

We must take the case, however, as we 
understand it, from the testimony ; which is, 
that this fund many years ago was raised by 
voluntary contributions from members of the 
Purchase preparative meeting of the Friends 
residing within its limits, and by legacies. 
That such fund belongs exclusively to the 
members of said meeting, and is managed un- 
der its direction by a treasurer appointed by 
them. The fund in 1817 amounted to $860, 
besides 150 acres of land left as a legacy from 
one Clapp. The meetings of the Friends are 
divided into yearly, quarterly, monthly, and 
preparative. No quarterly meeting is to be 
; set up or discontinued but by a yearly meet- 
ing ; no monthly but by a quarterly meeting, 
and no preparative but by a monthly, with the 
approbation of the quarterly meeting, and 
: these meetings are subordinate and accounta- 
ble in the manner just stated. The Purchase 
preparative meeting of the Friends, in this 
case, was set up as early as 1790, and has been 
regularly continued since, down to the separa- 
tion in April, 1828, and since that time each 
division has held separate meetings. The 
plaintiff was their treasurer at the time o 
the separation. Thomas Carpenter has been 
since appointed by the division called the 
orthodox Friends. It further appears that 































Friends at their meetings, no meeting is con-| which faith or doctrine is the soundest or most 
sidered organised until the clerk of the meet-\orthodox? This is not the object of the en- a 
ing takes his place at the table, makes a mi-! quiry ; but for what object or purpose was the re 
nute of the meeting, reads it, after this it pro-| fund originally established by the founders of h 
ceeds to business. it * The court proceeds to enforce the obser- 

The monthly meeting, after the separation] vance and execution of ascertained trusts in 
in New York, was in June, 1828, at which H.| which rights of property are concerned, not the 
Griffin attended, and was forcibly prevented! peculiar doctrines or faith of either party, though 
acting as clerk, by persons who had surround-| their existence and the nature of them may be 
ed the table. The clerk withdrew with a num-| incidentally involved in the course of the pro- 
ber of the Friends, and assembled in the yard|ceeding. This part of the case is very fully 
of the house, where they met, and there opened} discussed by Lord Eldon in the case of the 
the meeting according to the usual course of} Attorney General vs. Pearson, 3 Merivale Re- 
business. It was this monthly meeting that! ports, 352, and the principles applicable to it 
appointed* the Purchase preparative meeting at] are there clearly stated. 
which Thomas Carpenter was appointed trea-| If we look at the constitution and modes of 
surer, Ist January, 1830. The Purchase pre-| proceedingf of the monthly and preparative 
parative meeting at which the appointment) meetings of the Friends, as detailed by the 
was made was held, and the treasurer appoint-| witnesses on both sides in the case, I cannot 
ed, according to the rules and discipline of the} entertain a doubt that T. Carpenter was legal- 
Society, as known and acted upon for many|ly appointed the successor of the plaintiff 
years. in the office of treasurer of the Purchase 

It was offered to be proved on the trial, that| preparative meeting on the Ist of January, 
the Hicksite party had abandoned the religious| 1830. It is said that the monthly meetng, 
faith of the Society of Friends, with the view|in June, 1828, under which the Purchase 
of contending that this section of Friends who| preparative meeting was held, was not the legi- 
continued the plaintiff as treasurer of the|timate one, and that the latter, according to 
Purchase preparative meeting had forfeited) the system of the meetings of the Friends, was 
their character as such, and all the rights| therefore held without authority. The fact is 
and privileges belonging to it. We think| otherwise, if we regard the only account we 
the judge was right in rejecting this proof.t| have of the rules and practice of their proceed- 
In a court of law we can look only to the|ings. H. Griffin was the clerk of that meet- 
legal rights of the parties to control the fund|ing. ‘This officer is the most important one 
in question, and they must depend upon the} belonging to it. He decides all questions that 
constitution and principles of the associa-| arise, after hearing the discussions and opi- 
tion of the Friends and modes of proceeding,! nions of the members, and in the language of 
as the Purchase preparative meeting confess-| the witnesses, according to the “ solid sense” 
edly have the exclusive management and direc-| of the meeting, as understood by him, without 
tion of it. So long as the forms and modes of| vote, or regard to numbers. This may be a 
proceeding by the association, under whose] singular mode of proceeding, and of question- 
direction the original contributors placed the|able merit,{ but the fact is undisputed, and 
fund, are strictly complied with in its manage-| we are not to disregard it. This officer, also, 


ment and control, a court of law are incompe-| has a right to open and organise the meeting, 
tent to interfere. If there has been, or is about 


to be, a diversion of the fund from the original 
purpose and object of it, under the form o 
legal and constitutional proceedings, by the 
association, or otherwise, it belongs peculiarly 
to the jurisdiction of a court of equity to inter- 
pose and correct or prevent the error. Thus, 
if the object of the original contributors of this 
fund was the instruction and education of their 
children in the faith and doctrines of the Soci- 
ety of Friends, as understood and believed at 
the time it was placed under the direction of 
one of their associations or meetings, it is 
quite clear, both on principle and authority, 
that such object should be strictly observed by 
those who have the management of it, and that 
an ample remedy exists against any perversion 
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* This distinction is a striking and judicious one, 
and may serve to free the enquiry into doctrines from 
the odious features which the Hicksites have endea- 
voured to fasten upon it. It is simply an aeny. 
“ What are the doctrines of the Society of Friends ?” 
for the purpose of ascertaining which of the parties 
claiming that appellation is entitled to it. Doctrines 
are a leading and essential characteristic, by which 
the true society is to be distinguished from the coun- 
terfeit. To ascertain these is therefore of t im- 
portance. If two men, each calling himself by the 
same name—or two civil associations assuming one 
title, should lay claim to an estate which belonged to 
one of them, whose identity was to be determined by 
certain defined peculiarities; would it not be absurd 
in either of the parties to contend, that an enquiry 
which of them possessed the requisite peculiarities, 
was unconstitutional and oppressive? Yet this is pre- 
cisely parallel to the enquiry into doctrines, against 
which the Hicksites have raised such an outcry. 

t By constitution and modes of proceediug, I un- 
derstand the discipline and usages of the Society of 
Friends. 


t It is not at all surprising that the mode of de- 
ciding questions “ without vote or regard to numbers,” 
adopted by Friends, should appear “ of questionable 
merit” to persons who have never witnessed its prac- 
tical operation; yet the fact of its having always been 
the custom in our meetings for discipline, and that no 
other society has been preserved in such great har- 
a for so long a period, argues strongly in its 

your, 
























* What is meant by this phrase is, that the prepa- 
rative meeting which appointed Thomas Carpenter its 
treasurer, was held subordinate to, and as a constitu- 
ent part of, the montly meeting to which Henry Grif- 
fin acted as clerk. 

+ The judge was right in rejecting this proof, be- 
cause he was holding exclusively a law court. In a 
court of equity, where the disposition or management 
of a trust connected with religious principles is under 
examination, an enquiry into those doctrines and prin- 
ciples is strictly proper, and often absolutely neces- 
sary, as the opinion goes on to show. 








} * That is, whether the payment made by Charles 
Field, the defendant, to Thomas Carpenter, as trea- 
surer of the preparative Meeting of Friends at Pur- 
chase, —- him from the obligation of his note 
to James Field. 
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according to undisputed evidence. He did|to speak more accurately, neither could claim} ing-house, or prevented from holding their 
open the monthly meeting at the time and) any right or authority thus to act or interfere.| meetings, by the violence and tumultuous 
place appointed according to custom, and un-| But it is said that a majority of the mem-|conduct of the Hicksites, or other persons, 
der, and in pursuance of, this authority, was) bers of the monthly meeting did not attend at) does not affect the legality of their meetings, 
held the Purchase preparative meeting at|the place where the clerk opened the meeting.| or deprive them of their rights. That the 
which T. Carpenter was regularly appointed.} Neither does it appear that a majority attend-| acts of _Meetings so held are valid, and must 
It is true by the turbulence of some of the/ed at the place where the Friends first assem-| be considered as the proceedings of the So- 
members, he was prevented from taking his| bled, and so far as this objection goes, it is} ciety of Friends. 
seat at the table in the room prepared for the} equally applicable to both the meetings, and if) 4th—That, in relation to all trusts in which 
meeting, and was compelled to hold it in an} sound, neither meeting was legitimate. The|certain religious tenets.and doctrines form a 
adjacent place, but this did not deprive him of] true answer however to the objection, if ap-| part of the conditions, and a suit arises as to 
his office, nor prevent the discharge of his} plicable at all to meetings of Friends, as they|the right to control the trust, it is competent 
duty, nor the orderly organisation of the meet-| do not decide questions by vote, is, that the} for either party to make proof, in a court of 
ing : much less did it legalise the tumultuous] appearance of a majority of the members of| equity, that it holds and that the other has de- 
assemblage which he left, who were without| the monthly meeting is not essential, legally to| parted from the doctrines, for promoting which 
the only officers that, according to their an-| constitute it. The rule of the common law is,| the trust was created. ; 
cient and accustomed proceedings, could or-| where a society or corporation are composed 5th—That in a Society, constituted as that 
ganise them or dispose of their business. of an indefinite number of persons, a majority | of Friends, the principle of deciding by vote 
The question is not whether the meeting in| of those who appear at a regular meeting of} or count of members never having been re- 
the absence of the clerk, or of his incompetency | the same, constitute a body competent to tran- sorted to or recognised, the question of majo- 
to act for any other cause had not the power|sact business. Rex vs. Mayor of Portsmouth. rities, on one side or the other, is entirely 
to appoint one in his place. There can beno|Cowp. 240. Rex vs. Bellinger, 4. F. R.|irrelevant, and can have no bearing. 
doubt it would have that power from necessity,|822-3 Ep. Wilcox, 7. Cown. 409-10. (Note.) So far as the opinion goes, it is highly 
and to preserve it from dissolution. But can| There is nothing in the case to show that any satisfactory, and accords with the leading 
they by mere force and caprice drive away| particular or specified number of the Friends) positions taken by Judges Ewing and Drake, 
this officer, whose term had not expired, in/are necessary to constitute a regular monthly|in their decision of the Chancery Suit in New 
violation of all the forms of their proceedings} meeting, and the tule of the common law| Jersey. They are plain and rational princi- 
and principles of their society? It is said that} therefore applies. er _ |ples, the rectitude of which must strike any 
a majority of the meeting concurred in this} . I have not deemed it important to examine unprejudiced- mind conversant with law or 
act, and the judge at the circuit supported | at large the objection to the recovery on the | justice; and, if applied, throughout, to the un- 
its legality, upon this ground. We cannot}ground that the defendant is a partner in the happy controversy pending between the 
assent to this position. In. order to maintain|fund, and that no suit at law can be sus- Society of* Friends and the Hicksites, would 
it, the plaintiff must show that the monthly | tained against him, and that as the Pur-|soon bring it to a close. 
meetings of the Friends were governed upon| chase preparative meeting is not a corporate oniee 
the principle that a majority should con-| body, the suit should be in the names of all The annexed unvarnished record of piety 
trol. Even were we to assume, in the ab-|the parties interested. I consider this objec- onl Chitetide’ ahaa tate + ‘cebianeene 
jec is) ti holly unfounded. Though the defend- = — 
sence of any proof on the subject, that this} tion wholly T descendant of Africa, was prepared and. for- 
popular principle was applicable to them,|ant has a right to participate in the bene- wanded:. we enderstend,: for tanedtion in‘ Gils 
we are not at liberty to do so, as the contrary fits derived from the use _ the — _ Journal, by @ member of female charitable 
expressly appears. In no instance do the opi-|has no right or claim to the control of it, association in thie city. 
nions of a majority of the members control/except according to the usage and custom 
their proceedings, according to long establish-| of the Purchaze preparative meeting of the 
ed discipline and usage, and other modes of} Friends, under whom the fund was placed, as 
deciding all questions which arise, are univer-|a member of that meeting. It is this meeting 
sally practised. that has by the consent of the owners of the 
Besides, even the majority principle was not) fund, of which the defendant is one, the ex- 
applied in ejecting the clerk in this instance.|clusive management of it. They have placed 
No vote was taken. None of the usages and|it in the hands of their treasurer, who has 
principles of the meeting were observed. No/|the immediate control of it. He loaned it 
organisation of it had taken place. ‘The act/to the defendant, who engaged under hand and 
was done by force of a disorderly and promis-| seal to pay it to him (the then treasurer), or 
cuous assemblage of Friends, against establish-| his successor in office. So far as the rights o 
ed usage and acknowledged rules of proceed-| the parties are concerned, upon the evidence in 
ing, and which numbers cannot justify or| the case in connection with the fund, the de- 
legalise. Was the meeting to be broken up| fendant is to be viewed in the light of a stranger 
by this proceeding? We think not. This/to it. He hasno right to possess himself of it,| slavery ; he had been free for thirty years, 
would be virtually giving countenance and/or control it any more than a stranger, and can- and said that he had been im the gospel ‘for 
effect to acts of tumult and violence, over) not in this respect be deemed a partner. This fifty (meaning so many years had ela 
order and law. The clerk and those members} view is also applicable to every other indivi- since he had been convinced of the blessed 
of the meeting who desired peaceably to as-|dual member of the Purchase preparative truth.) “ Through Christ, said he, “T am 
semble, and transact its business according to} meeting. New trial granted. Costs to abide} pardoned of my sins, Iam determined, through 
established rules and usage, were right in| the event. life, to serve him. 
withdrawing and organising for that purpose. _ __ | When, taking leave of him at one time, he 
Could there be a doubt of the propriety or| Several important points are settled in this| affectionately said, “ Peace be with you, ladies 
legality of: this course, if the organisation of| opinion: Ist—The trust fund belongs exclu- —the peace of the Lord Jesus. Speaking 
the meeting at the place appointed had been|sively to Purchase preparative meeting of|of our unfitness to enter heaven without a 
prevented by an assemblage of persons other} Friends, and must be used for the benefit of| change of heart, with emphasis he said, “ ye 
than the Friends ? And what difference in good| its members. x2 must be born again as he said to Nicodemus,” 
sense, or in judgment of law, can there be| 2nd—The subordination, accountability,| alluding to the words of our dear Saviour. 
whether the act of force and lawlessness was|and connection of meetings for discipline, are | “ We must be born again—for none, but the 
committed by Friends or strangers? In this| clearly established. pure in heart, shall enter into the kingdom.” 
respect one had as much right as the other, or| 3d—That Friends being expelled the meet-| “I doubt every day, but trust in Christ Jesus 































For “The Friend.” 
A short account of James Wilson, a poor 
aged coloured man who resided near the 
ctty of Philadelphia, and was confined to 
his bed by sickness for three years, with 
some of his expressions. Deceased, 1828. 
“ The path of the just is as the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 
Among the most interesting and instructive 
visits that we have made to the poor of the 
human family, that to James Wilson, an 
aged coloured man will rank first. He was 
one who had suffered under the cruel yoke of 
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—he. has said that he will bring me a con- 


queror through. If enter the kingdom, it| took its flight to join the glorious company of 


must be through the blood of my Saviour.” 
Speaking of the short time wien he supposed, | 
wacid sabes before he would be permitted 
to entex the mansion, that was prepared for 
him, he remarked, “ a few more setting suns.” 
The Holy Scriptures were read to him, and 
being fearful that it would fatigue him to lis- 
ten, the question was put to him; he replied, 
“] am never tired of hearing the word of the 
Lord—the words of my Saviour.” ‘ None 
can rest with him, but them that love him. 
We must seek for Jesus before we can be- 
come acquainted with him.” 


He was much interested in some little girls 
who visited him, and encouraged them to 
“« Remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth ;” and was very .grateful for the com- 
forts that the children brought him for he 

few of the necessaries of life ; but 
was rich in faith, and the enjoyments_ which 
surpass all earthly gratifications. He affec- 
tionately gave the dear children who accom- 
panied us to visit him his parting blessing. 
May the instruction which they received from 
this aged sufferer be deeply impressed upon 
their tender minds. 

During another visit he exclaimed, “ Oh! 
for a closer walk with Jesus.” Truly, he was 
one who loved the precious Saviour ; it was 
his meat and drink to do Hig will. © 

Speaking of the Christian’s course, he ob- 
served, “ I have fought the good fight, I have 
kept the faith, but I have not yet finished my 
course ; al) the doctors have given me up for 


THE FRIEND. 





engaged in fervent prayer his happy spirit 


the redeemed, whose robes have been washed 
and made white in the blood of the immacu- 
late Lamb. “ Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord,’’ who are introduced into 
that precious company where distinction is 
unknown, where the rich and poor are alike 
children of the same happy family, ascribing 
glory, honour, praise, and thanksgiving unto 
God, and the Lamb for ever. 


For “ The Friend.” 
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS. 


Lesson III. 


Where did Mary, the mother of our Saviour, 
reside? Luke, c. i. v. 26, 27. 

By whom was the birth of our Saviour fore- 
told to her? 

How did the angel describe him? Luke, 
c. i. v. 32, 33. 

How had David spoken of him? Ps. c. 2. 
v. 7.—c. 45. v. 6, 7. 

Why was he to be called Jesus? 
v. 21. 

Where was it prophesied that he should be 
born of a virgin? Is. c. 7. v. 14. 

What is the meaning of Emanuel? Mat. 
c. i. v. 23. 

How was this title applicable to our blessed 
Saviour? John, c. i. v. 1, 14.—Mat. c. 28. 
vy. 20. 

Who had foretold that he should be a 
descendant of David? Is. c. xi. v. 1, 10. 

What had the prophet Isaiah said of his 


death, but God hath spared my life. Said,|name and government? Is. c. 9. v. 6, 7. 


that he felt anxious to be gone, but could say 


How had Daniel spoken of Christ's king- 


with Job, “I will wait until mychange come.” |dom? Dan. c. 7. v. 13, 14. 


He remarked “ the great Head yonder in 
heaven sends friends to read the Scriptures to 
me ; he don’t forget me—he do not forget 
ine ; they read to my soul’s satisfaction, bless- 


In what part of Palestine was Nazareth? 
How was Galilee divided? 
Where was Galilee of the Gentiles? Is. c. 


ed be his name, this is the surety I have of|9. v. 1.—Mat. c. iv. v. 13 to 16. 


heaven, I am fond of hearing the Bible daily, | 


In what month was the angel sent to Mary? 


one and another is sent to read to me.’ |Luke, c. i. v. 26. 


Speaking of the exceeding great and precious 


promises which are contained in the Book of |by? 


Books, he said, “ great are the promises ; J 
can rest upon 
I have faith in Christ to believe, that he will 
receive every one that comes unto God by 
him. How is it possible for such a poor sin- 
ner to get into the kingdom ” but he says that 
every one that comes unto him by faith he 


as long as I live. Oh! the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world. Oh! that 
every one of you who come here to my bed- 
side, may be adopted into his family,” “as 
for me and my house I will serve the Lord.” 

Alluding to the peaceful frame his mind 
was thenin, “My mind,” said he, “ I trust, shall 
be keptso until my end.”’ His humble petition, 
we believe, was answered ; his soul continued 
steadfast in the faith until the end of his 
course. 

The last night that he was on earth his wife 
heard him as if engaged in conversation: she 
asked him who he was speaking with ; he re- 
plied that he was talking to Jesus. Thus 


What kind of months did the Jews reckon 
Pagé 98. 
How was the appearance of the new moon 


them—praise his name for ever;\announced? Page 98. 


Mat. ec. i. I 
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There is reason to apprehend, that since 
the removal of the office of “The Friend” 
from Carpenter street to its present location 
in the new building, No. 50, North Fourth 
street, we have sustained a disadvantage in 
the supply of matter for the pages of the 
Journal, for want of a letter box; which, 
though too long deferred, we can now inform 
our frienls and correspondents, is placed at 
the entrance door nearest to Arch street, 
where letters and communications, addressed 
to the Editor, may be deposited. It is with 
pleasure that we acknowledge our obligations 
for many valuable contributions, some of them 
from new hands, which, of latter time, have 
enriched our columns; and we would ask the 
question, why it is, that we are not more fre- 
quently favoured with communications from 
a distance? It cannot be through defect of 
the requisite qualifications; our own know- 
edge of persons in different states, though 
comparatively limited, furnishes evidence 
sufficiently decisive—and we have occasion- 
ally, yet too seldom, had more tangible proof 
—that gifted individuals are to be found in 
various directions, with whom it could be no 
onerous task to add interest, and life, and 
value to our pages. 

We fully concur with our correspondent 
G, in his exposition of doctrine in rela- 
tion to war. He has placed the subject 
clearly, in our apprehension, upon the true 
ground, either as respects the testimony which 
our religious Society has been concerned to 
bear to the world, or the tenor and spirit of 
the Christian dispensation. We may, how- 
ever, as a general observation, take the occa- 
sion to remark, that illustrations of a given 
topic, may sometimes be derived from quota- 
tions which, to the full extent, and in every 
particular, do not come up to our own sense 
of correct views, and without our becoming 
responsible for the discrepances. 


The communication from Orleans county, 
state of New York, came duly to hand; in 


How was the first day of each month cele-| relation to which, and to a letter from Lock- 


brated? Ps. c. 81. v. 3. 
98. 


port subsequently received, we have to say, 


How were the months designated? Page| that the length of the communication, and the 


necessity, previous to insertion, of its being 


Into how many seasons was the year|subjected toa revisal, occasioned its being 
will receive.” “Iam determined to serve him |divided?) Page 98. 


laid aside at the time. For the obituary, we 


Where does this enumeration of the seasons] intend to provide room in our next. The 


first occur in the Bible? Gen. c. 8. v. 22. 


Note.—Originally the Jews had no particu. 
lar names for their months, but called them 
first, second, &c. Thus, the deluge began in 
the second month, and came to its height in 
the seventh month—at the end of 150 da 
and decreased until the tenth month, when the 
tops of the mountains were seen. Afterwards 
they acquired distinct names: thus, Moses 
named the first month Abib, signifying green, 
from the green ears.of corn at that season; for 
it began about the vernal equinox—é€c. a&c. 

Horne. 


lines appended in verse, however they may 
be interesting in the circle of the immediate 
friends of the departed, are not sufficiently 


proof against the severity of criticism, for ex- 


posure to the public eye. 


A. Worcester and Elizur Butler, the mis- 
sionaries imprisoned by the State of Georgia, 
have written to the Attorney General of that 


state, announcing their determination to pro- 
secute their case no further. 


The Washington Globe siys:—We have received 
information, from a source that cannot be doubted, that 


the imprisoned missionaries (Messrs. Worcester and 


Butler) have been pardoned by the governor of Georgia. 

















yearly meeting was im; and I can state what 
{ have frequently heard John Comly say, that 


priety of having those subjects dismissed, all 
those subjects that came up in the reports, 
and wished John Comly to use his ‘influence 
with hia friends to have those subjects from 
Bucks and Abington dismissed, and he, Sa- 
muel Bettle, would use his influence with bis 
friends to have that subject passed over that 
was coming up from Philadelphia quarter ; 
which subjects it was apprehended, would 
produce a great deal of excitement in the 
yearly meeting, and which Samuel Bettle 
feared the consequences of ; but how far that 
influenced John Comly in favour of putting 
off those subjects, I cannot say.’ (Halliday 
Jackson, 2 vol. Evid. 132.) Another witness, 
Abraham Lower, being asked whether the 
propositions from Bucks and the southern 
quarter, were not dispesed of, at the instance 
of members from those* quarters respectively, 
and who, since the separation, have joined 
that portion of the Seciety with which he was 
in unity, answered, ‘I have no recollection of 
the members of those quarters making such 
a proposition, byt [.should think it quite 
probable.’ (Abraham) Lower, 1 vol. Evid. 
392.) And the same witness, in another 
place, testified, ‘as that yearly meeting was 
acknowledged not qualified to enter upon 
the matters brought up from the quarters, that 
case with others was concluded not to be at- 
tended to.’ (Abraham Lower, 1 vol. Evid. 
373.) Samuel Bettle says he mentioned to 
John Comly, ‘Had you not better withdraw 
the propositions for a change . . . . coming 
from Bucks, Abington, and the southern quar- 
ter? He said he thought so. too, united with 
me fully in that view, and said they had bet- 
ter be withdrawn, as it was not likely they 
would ever be adopted, and would only oc- 
casion confusion and difficulty. The pro- 
positions, when again brought before the | and its « r F ; 
meeting, were withdrawn by common con- during its session, but after it had closed its 
sent.’ (Samuel Bettle, 1 vol. Evid. 69.) Tho-|services for the year. 

mas Evans testifies thus, ‘ Those subjects were| The judge then proceeds to comment on 
all connected with, or had grown out of/the course pursued by the assistant clerk in 
the controversy, respecting the doctrines of|declining to act in that capacity, and after- 
Elias Hicks, and as there was a general under-| wards performing its duties at the suggestion 
standing that his friends were about to sepa-|of his adherents. He says, “ John Comly 
rate and form a society of their own, those | acted throughout the meeting, from the com- 
subjects were at their suggestion, or by their|mencement to the close, as its organ, as an 
ther being asked, if the subject from the|consent referred to the oer foe which | officer of the yearly meeting of Philadelphia. 
southern quarter was not dismissed at the| they had come, or suspended,’ (Thomas Evans, | He did, indeed, request to be excused from 
suggestion of Robert Moore, a member from}! vol. Evid. 276.) ‘In the disposition of|serving in that capacity. But the fact remains 
that quarter, he answered, ‘ When that sub- these subjects, there was & ed conclusion | that he did serve, and the reasons he gave for 
ject was brought before the yearly meeting, it|of the meeting, after as full an expression of|being inclined to withdraw, strengthen the 
was drawing towards the close of the week,| Opinion as is usual ;. and those that took part | inferences to be deduced from the fact. Few 
and by that time it was evident the yearly|in this business, some of them now belong to|men are, I believe, more distinguished for 
meeting was not in a qualified state to act/the new meeting, apd. others remained with | purity, candour, and every other virtue. Did 
upon any important subject ; and therefore,|the old society, and participated with the de-|he say, 1 cannot serve this meeting, because 
that subject, as well as two others, were dis- liberations: the meeting which led to those|I am not lawfully and rightly appointed an 
missed without being much urged by Friends.|conclasions.’ (Samuel Bettle, 1 vol. Evid. |assistant, and to act as such, would be, in me, 
I have not a clear recollection, but it seems}87.). _ usurpation and oppression? Did he say, he 
to me, that Robert Moore did say somethi “ Thus, then it appears, these omissions) had been recorded as assistant ‘ in opposition 
about that subject from the southern quarter.’| took place, certainly with the consent, and/to the voice of the larger part of the meet- 
Being asked if the subjects from Bucks and| probably at the request, or upon the sugges-|ing’’ Did he say, ‘the, hedge was broken 
Abington were not «lismissed at the instance|tion of the very persons who now complain.|down ;’ the meeting was dis rganiséd, a revo- 
of John Comly, he answered, ‘1 have no re-| Under such cireumstances, this measure, by | lution had occurred, there was. no longer a 
collection of who spoke first on the subject ;|no means unusual, for Abraham Lower testi-| yearly meeting, but the Society was dissolved 
John Comly was sensible of the state the) fied that he has known cases brought to the|into its original elements? Halliday Jackson 











yearly meeting, and laid over for the consi- 
deration of the next, does not afford ground 
for censure, much lese for annihilation, and 
least of all on the objection of those who, if 
they did not actually. bring it about, were 
consenting thereto. 




























(Continued from page 118.) 


“ Having thus reviewed what was done, we 
are now to turn our attention to what was not 
done by the meeting ; for the latter, as well 
as the former, has been urged as an act of se- 
paration and disfranchisement of the yearly 
meeting. 

“ Certain subjects, regularly brought before 
that body, were not acted upon, but post- 
poned. ‘ When the reports,’ says one of the 
witnesses, ‘ were taken, or the subjects con- 
tained in the reports, from the different quar- 
terly meetings, which were considered as new 
matter ; such as the account from the south- 
ern quarter respecting the meeting for suffer- 
ings, rejecting their representatives, and an 
application, I think, from Bucks quarter, 
respecting the manner of choosing represen- 
tatives to constitute the meeting for sufferings, 
together with... . two cases that came up 
from Philadelphia quarter. .... they were 
all put by, and not acted upon, except the 
matter in relation to Leonard Snowdon’s case, 
which, if I remember right, was returned to 
the quarterly meeting. It seemed to be pretty 
generally understood, that the meeting was 
not in a qualified state, owing to the inter- 
ruptions to the harmony that had taken place, 
to enter upon the investigation, or more pro- 
perly, the consideration of these subjects.’ 
(Halliday Jackson,.2 vol. Evid. 55.) It should 
be observed in «general, that these subjects 
were not the regular stated business of the 
meeting, but occasional or special. In this 
remark, I do not mean to deny or detract 
from their importance, or the propriety o 
their having, at a suiteble season, the most 
careful attention, but simply to show their 
real nature and character ; and that to act on 
or Omit them could not touch any vital part 
of the constitution of this body. A much 





‘« But, it is said, the meeting was not in a 
qualified state to enter upon the considera- 
tion of these subjects. What then? Was 
this unqualified state peculiar to one portion, 
or common to all? Was the meeting there- 
by dissolved? lf wonted harmony ceased to 
prevail, if the minds of the members had be- 
come so sensitive on particular points that 
the introduction of them would produce agi- 
tation and excitement, unfavourable to cool, 
deliberate, and dispassionate investigation and 
decision, it was the part of prudence, of Chris- 
tian forbearance, of enlightened reason, of 
patience and meekness, and of that spirit of 
peace and submission which, may 1 not say 
without offence to others, so eminently cha- 
ractises this religious denomination, to -wait 
in humble expectation of the overshadowing 
of that Power who can say, as well to the 
stormy passions of the human breast as to the 
torrent and the whirlwind, ‘ Peace, be still.’ 
But if such a state of things be a dissolution, 
no human society can be held together, and 
attempts at order and government, instead of 
the means of curbing, and restraining, and 
controlling the wayward passions of man, do 
but afford him the opportunity of giving them 
extended and unbridled influence and action. 

** Besides these considerations, which are, 
I trust, sufficient, conclusively to sustain the 
meeting in its constitutional existence, there 
are some others, founded on the acts and con- 
duct of the members, and of the component 
parts of the Society at large or the subordi- 
nate meetings, which incontrovertibly evince 
the acknowledged existence of the meeting, 
and its direct recognition as such, not only 
































was the united act, and aceording to the com- 
mon wish, of all parties, of even those by 
whom, or through whose instrumentality, they 
were brought before the meeting. This im- 
portant fact is denied by no witness, and is 
expressly declared by more than one. The 
statement of one I have just now given. Far- 
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testifies thus, ‘The next morning, I believe,|the meeting should proceed, has just been|that meeting alone could perform. All, we 
John Comly did not take his seat at the table,| mentioned. ‘ The yearly meeting of 1827 was| are told, united in it. Not a dissentient voice. 
at the opening of the meeting, as usual.’ In|entirely conducted as it had been on previous) It was received by the several quarterly meet- 
this particular, perhaps not a very important occasions.’ (Samuel Bettle, 1 vol. Evid. 94.)| ings as an act of the yearly meeting, and car- 
one, the witness afterwards corrected himself, |‘ During that meeting, persons who have since| ried into effect as such, and the moneys were 
and said he believed Comly took his seat at|joined the other meeting, were appointed on| transmitted to the treasurer ; thereby making, 
the table by the side of the clerk, when he first |committees, and took an active part in the| after the close of the yearly meeting, a direct 
came into the meeting, (2 vol. Evid. 132,)|concerns of the meeting throughout.’ Ibid. In| recognition of its existence and authority. 
‘ but soon afier, he got up, and made a very |the afternoon of the first day’s meeting, some| The effect of these circumstances cannot be 
forcible appeal to the yearly meeting. I think | of the friends of John Comly ‘ expressed, that| weakened by the ‘humane and benevolent 
he regretted the state and dilemma into which |they thought the business of the meeting had| character’ of this work of charity. It was in- 
the yearly meeting appeared to be brought ;|better go forward.’ (Thomas Evans, 1 vol.| deed proof of a noble and munificent spirit. 
that there were two parties, evidently two| Evid. 266.) * During all the remaining sit-| But suppose the general assembly of the pres- 
parties, that appeared to be irreconcileable to/|tings of the yearly meeting, he [John Comly]) byterian church, or the protestant episcopal 
each other, and therefore not qualified to pro-jand his friends continued their attendance,| convention, had sent missives or extracts to 
ceed in the weighty concerns of a yearly |took part in its deliberations, assented or dis-| the quarterly meetings enjoining the donation, 
meeting under those trying circumstances, and|sented from its conclusions, as opinion Jed|and to make their treasurers the channels of 
proposed that the yearly meeting might ad-|them, and addressed it as the yearly meeting| conveyance, would the call have been obeyed?” 
journ, and Friends endeavour to get cool and | of Philadelphia.’ (Thomas Evans, 1 vol. Evid. — 
quiet in their minds, and that possibly they|267.) ‘ During the last hour of the sitting, 
might be favoured to come together again at/all the proceedings were read over, as is usual, 
some other time, and be more in the harmo-|at the close of the yearly meeting ; no objec- 
ny...++ And although John Comly expressed | tions were made by any one, to any part of the 
his uneasiness at acting as assistant clerk, at}minutes ; the concluding minute was also 
the request of some of his friends, and some |read, adjourning the meeting until the next 
of the other party, also, he submitted again to| year, at the usual time and place, if the Lord 
go to the table.’ (H. Jackson, 2 vol. Evid.|permit.’ This conclusion is the form common 
54.) Other witnesses state the transaction,|on such occasions. ‘ After this minute was 
not differently, though somewhat more fully.|read, a considerable pause ensued ; there was 
‘On third day morning, immediately after the |no objection made to it, and Friends separated 
opening minute was read, John Comly rose|from each other in the usual manner.’ (Sa- 
and stated, that he had mentioned at the pre-}muel Bettle, 1 vol. Evid. 70 ; Thomas Evans, 
vious sitting that he should go. to the table in| 1 vol. Evid. 268.) ‘Those who have since’ 
condescension to the views of his friends, and |joined the Green street meeting, ‘ were gene- 
that it was in that feeling that he was now|rally present at the time of the adjournment. 
there ; that the meeting was divided into two|The yearly meeting was as large and nume- 
distinct and separate parties, and that under|rous at the last sitting, as at any sitting during 
present circumstances those parties were irre-|the week.’ (Joseph Whitall, 1 vol. Evid. 218.) 
concileable ; that each of these parties was} «One of the transactions of this meeting 
striving for the mastery, and that if either of| deserves, in the present connection, particular 
them gained the ascendency, it must be to the|notice. ‘There was one matter before the 
grievance and oppression of the other. He/meeting which was of a humane and benevo- 
therefore proposed that the meeting should lent character, that Friends, perhaps of both 
suspend all farther business, and adjourn ; but|parties, were pretty much united in.’ (Halli- 
if the meeting was resolved to proceed in its|}day Jackson. 2 vol. Evid. 56.) ‘ That was to 
business, at all hazards, he could not consci-|raise three thousand dollars to aid our bre- 
entiously act as the organ of a meeting made|thren in North Carolina, in removing out of 
up of such conflicting parties, and must there-|that state many hundred coloured people, 
fore request to be permitted to retire. His|eight or nine hundred of them at least, who 
proposal. . . . was but feebly supported. . . .|were under the care of the Carolina yearly 
His party strongly objected to his leaving the} meeting, and whose liberties were in jeopardy, 
table, urged his continuance, and that thejunless they removed out of the state. This 
meeting should now proceed with its business. |sum, it was proposed, should be raised by the 
John Comly then rose and stated, that as he/|different quarterly meetings, in the usual pro- 
found the meeting was not prepared to ad-|portions. This was entirely united with ; not 
journ, he was willing, after the usual expres-|a single dissentient voice ; a great many ex- 
sion of approbation, to determine the sense of} pressing their views, and a minute was made, 
the meeting on his remaining at the table, so|directing the quarterly meetings to raise the 
to continue, and to proceed with the business.’ | money, and pay it to Ellis Yarnall, the trea- 
(Thomas Evans, 1 vol. Evid. 266.) ‘He took|surer of the yearly meeting. The quarterly 
his seat, prepared to act, and the business did | meetings that compose the yearly meeting, all 
progress, he acting as usual, without making |assembled, and, in conformity with the direc- 
any farther objection on his part.’ (Samuel/|tion contained in the extract from the yearly 
Bettle, 1 vol. Evid. 69.) meeting, raised their quotas of the three thou- 
‘“‘ Having seen the conduct of this very ac-|sand dollars, and paid it to Ellis Yarnall, the 
tive and very useful member, as he is called by | treasurer.’ (Samuel Bettle, 1 vol. Evid. 70.) 
one of the witnesses, (Abraham Lower, 1 vol. | Chesterfield preparative meeting bore its wont- 
Evid. 392,) let us briefly advert to that of the|ed part. This transaction is of an unequivo- 
other members of the meeting, who now be-|cal character. The resolve was an act, not 
long to the meeting in Green street. of private or individual benevolence, but of the 
“Their urgency that John Comly should| meeting in its collective capacity. The re- 
act as assistant clerk, and that the business of}commendation, by the extract, was such as 







































































For “ The Friend.” 
DIARY OF SAMUEL SCOTT. 


(Continued from p. 119.) 


8 mo. 19, First day. Being Jow in mind, and 
indisposed in my health, I spent the forenoon 
in Tooley street; and, in my retirement, re- 
ceived a renewed conviction, that “ what is 
to be known of God is manifest within,”’ by 
the immediate revelation of Jesus Christ: for, 
although the invisible things of him may be 
understood by the things that are made, yet 
these exterior demonstrations of his eternal 
power and Godhead, are rather adapted to the 
reasoning, than the feeling’part in man; and, 
being objects of the understanding, rather 
than the heart, can never afford a soul-satis- 
factory evidence to deep, inward, exercised 
seekers. ‘The Holy Scriptures, being written 
by the inspiration of God, are profitable for 
doctrine, correction, and instruction in righte- 
ousness; that the man of God may be fur- 
nished to all good works. Yet they are of 
themselves a dead letter, and unable to give 
life, only as they are opened by “the spirit 
that quickeneth;”’ and then they are precious, 
inestimably precious, beyond all words which 
have been written: a single sentence of them, 
so imparted, being much more profitable and 
edifying to the inward man than long and 
elaborate discourses, or the voluminous pro- 
ductions of men. When ina state of dark- 
ness, distress, arid uncertainty, our attention 
ought therefore to be inwardly turned to Him 
who “hath the key of David;” who, in the 
days of his flesh, commiserated the poor and 
distressed among the people, inviting them 
on this wise: “Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” The doctrine taught by some, that 
the Scriptures are the only rule of faith and 
practice, and may be sufficiently understood 
by the light of reason, is therefore equally 
erroneous and uncomfortable. 

10 mo. 17. In the morning watch, upon 
my bed, these words were impressed with 
power: To them “who believe, he is pre- 
cious;” and were divers times renewed in the 
course of the day. O! may I, amidst declin- 
ing years and increasing infirmities, expe- 
rience the preciousness of Christ; to whom 


men—but who is the High Priest and teacher 
of saints, their light and their atonement. 





coming, as to a living stone, disallowed of . 
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11 mo. 2. “What shall I render to the} Christ, there can be no complete redemption 
Lord for all his benefits?” In the 64th year) through his blood; as it is written, “ except 
of my age, and amidst great desolations, both} wash thee, thou hast no part with me.” 


of flesh and spirit, | humbly hope the gentle 
attractions of heavenly love are measurably 
drawing me to the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great Prophet and High Priest of his people, 
who declared, in the days of his flesh, “no 
man can come to me, except the Father, 
which hath sent me, draw him.” “ And he 
that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out.” How ignorant are mankind of the 
great “mystery which hath been hid from 
ages and generations.” Many are, indeed, 
professing faith in the coming of Christ, and 
his death and sufferings; and some, likewise, 
of his being an inward teacher, and true light 
which lightens every man, who have no more 
experimental knowledge of these important 
truths than either Jews or Heathens. They 


Anger, wrath, clamour, envy, and evil speak- 
ing, must therefore be purged by the blood of 
the covenant, before we can inherit that king- 
dom which is “ righteousness, peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghost.” 

3 mo. 5. Late last night was closed the 
assizes for the county of Hartford. Five re- 
ceived sentence of death as evil-doers. And 
who among the sons of men can plead the 
purity of his heart, or the rectitude of his 
conduct, before him “ whose eyes are asa 
flame of fire.”” In the name of Jesus is our 
only hope; who “ saveth his people from their 
sins,’ not only by imputation and remission, 
but also by a real renovation and renewal into 
the heavenly image; as it was testified con- 
cerning some formerly, who once were the 
may have, indeed, at times, experienced the/ servants of sin and free from righteousness : 
convictions of the spirit of truth for sin, and|“ But ye are washed; ye are sanctified; ye are 
heard his voice, “ Behold, I stand at the door] justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
and knock,” but they have not desired the} by the spirit of our God.” 


knowledge of his ways; and, therefore, having} g, This week some deliverance from evil 
eyes they see not, having ears they hear not,/ hath been graciously experienced. As the 
neither do understand the things which be-| day of my departure draws nigh, may I daily 
long to their peace. ©! that I had the tongue| experience an increase in the fruits of the 
of an angel, and a voice to extend from “ pole} spirit; in no wise esteeming them “ the works 
to pole,” to declare “ the unsearchable riches} of righteousness which I have done,” but as 
of Christ :” but “I ama child, and cannot) marks of his gracious assistance and accept- 
speak,” my “strength is to sit still.” ance—*who worketh both to will and to do 
12 mo. 17. In the week-day meeting at} of his good pleasure,” and justifieth his own 
Horslydown, I had some glimpses of those| works both for and in his people; according 
consolations which are in Christ; as likewise| to that which is written, « Ye see, then, how 
the blushing and humiliation which belong] that by works a man is justified, and not by 
to man, whon he beholds himself in the true} faith only.”” They err, therefore, not know- 
light : as it is written, “[ have heard of thee| ing the Scriptures, nor the power of God, who 
by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye|teach that the works of the spirit influence 
seeth thee, and I abhor myself, and repent in| not the justification of the saints, but that 
dust and ashes.” O that I may yet obtain| they are dross, dung, and filthy rags. “Was 
more confidence in God, through the Media-|not Abraham, our father, justified by works, 
tor! The glorious doctrine of the mediation! when he had offered his son Isaac upon the 
of Christ has this day been much illustrated| altar?” ‘Was not Rahab, the harlot, justi- 
in the view of my mind, according to that| fied by works, when she had received the 
which is written, “there is one God, and one| messengers, and sent them out another way? 
mediator between God and man—the man|Even the giving a cup of cold water, in the 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for| name of a disciple, is justified before God. 
all, to be testified of in due time.” The coming of the Lord Jesus in the flesh, 
1783, 1 mo. 1. May this year, or that part| his sufferings and blood-shedding on the cross, 
of it which may be my portion, be increased| and the work of the spirit, were, in the eter- 
with the increase of God, viz: an inward ex-|nal council of God, essentially necessary for 
ercise and travail of spirit towards my fellow-|the salvation of sinners. Manifold are his 
creatures. The former is essential to salva-| works—in unerring, unsearchable wisdom 
tion, the latter are good and profitable to| hath he made them all. 
men, and adorn the doctrine which is accord-| 7 mo. 23. Not having, for many days past, 
ing to godliness; but when trusted in as a| either read in the Scriptures, or had any por- 
compensation for secret sins, and a covering|tion of them renewed in my remembrance, 
for the errors of the heart, they are “filthy|the application of the poor leper unto the 
rags.” Only “in the name of the Lord will| Lord Jesus, and the relief he obtained, was 
we set up our banners.” impressed with a degree of consolation—as 
25. I have long esteemed it my duty to be} was also that very gracious promise, recorded 
conversant in the Holy Scriptures, and daily| in the 2d of Hosea, “I will give her the valley 
to read some portions of them. But in this,| of Achor for a door of hope.” When he, 
as well as in other respects, when I would who so emphatically expounded the Scrip- 
have followed the secret pointings of truth in’ tures to his disciples, withdraws his spiritual 
my own breast, interruptions have been at-| presence, by which he promised to be always 
tendant. Notwithstanding “the boastings of with his people, the whole Bible is a blank, 
them who are alive without the law,” unless | and no part of ‘it affords light or consolation; 
the motions of sin, which are ‘* by the law in but when he appears, the words which are 
the members, that warreth against the law in recorded are as “ apples of gold in pictures o 
the mind,” are subdued by the power of silver,” and as “ nails fastened in a sure place, 























by the master of assemblies,’ who teacheth 
his people to profit. 

8 mo. 20. I sat in lowness, (at meeting,) 
but well satisfied. We ought to have no de- 
pendence on any works of obedience, but our 
only hope of acceptance ought to be in Christ; 
nevertheless, that acceptance is not attainable 
in a state of disobedience, but as we obey the 
gospel; God being either pleased or displeased 
with us every hour, according to the tenor of 
our hearts and conduct—a proposition repro- 
bated by many who are orthodox ih heart, and 
suppose themselves to be so in sentiment. 
But I esteem the Holy Scriptures the only 
written standard of orthodoxy. 


23. This week has passed pretty comforta- 
bly, not much cause for condemnation having 
attended ; nevertheless, I have fallen short in 
respect to unnecessary words and thoughts. 
“ When we neither act, speak, nor think any 
thing inconsistent with the Divine will,” this, 
says one, is “perfect sanctification’’—and 
this is the mark of our high and holy calling 
in Christ Jesus; who, himself, “ was holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sin- 
ners.” 

9 mo. 28. In the forenoon meeting, various 
presentations and sentiments concerning reli- 
gious subjects were suggested in the early 
part of the meeting, and cortinued nearly to 
the conclusion: they appeared rather the pro- 
geny of the creaturely cogitative faculty, than 
to arise from a superior origin. «“ By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” I intend this 
not so much in respect to what may be offered 
from without, as what passeth within; what- 
soever sentiments and presentations promote 
dissipation, or leave the mind barely where it 
was before, are hurtful, or at least indifferent ; 
but those which draw the mind nearer to 
God, and strengthen an inward exercise and 
travail of spirit towards him, are good, and to 
be received with thanksgiving. Every offer- 
ing, exhibited either internally or ministe- 
rially, is to be seasoned with the salt of the 
everlasting covenant. But as ministerial 
administrations, offered in weakness and 
child-like simplicity, may possibly be more 
acceptable in the sight of him who seeth not 
as man seeth, than some which may more 
nearly resemble the life and wisdom of truth, 
we ought to be very jealous over ourselves 
and our own offerings, and as cautious and 
tender in the judging of others, or what may 
be offered by them ; as it is written, “ Judge 
nothing before the time, until the Lord come ; 
who will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the coun- 
sels of the heart; and then shall every man 
have praise of God.” When George Fox 
was sent forth to preach the everlasting gos- 
pel, and to turn men from darkness to light, 
many illiterate persons—both men, women, 
and children, were also sent forth with him 
to labour in the Lord’s harvest-field, in which 
there was supposed to be many labourers, un- 
der various characters, abundantly superior to 
them, not only in human wisdom and acquire- 
ments, and the knowledge of the Holy ‘Scrip- 
tures, but likewise in deep experience and 
heartfelt religion, who became jealous of 
them, whom they esteemed no people. Thus, 
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in various dispensations, have the disciples of ed, he threatened not, but committed himself| with them, not only destroy the seeds from 
a crucified Saviour been esteemed as the off-\to him that judgeth righteously?” That the} which wars spring, but so thoroughly change 
scouring of the people, and the doctrine of religion of Jesus Christ was to be one of peace| the character of the heart, that they could find 
the cross, foolishness; that, by the things and harmony is obvious from the song which} no congenial soil there in which to germinate. 
which are despised, and are not, might be ushered in the glad tidings of his glorious ad-| These are the broad and strong foundations 
brought to nought the things which are, “that vent. It proclaimed, “ Peace on earth, and|on which the Society of Friends rest the 
no flesh should glory in his presence.” In} good will to men’’—and so long as nations or | Christian testimony against war in every form 
the exercise of a public ministry, even where! individuals indulge those Animosities which | and ander any circumstances ; and I conceive 
there is a degree of rightness, and especially | break out into war, or cherish the workings of| that we might as well attempt to deny the 


where those concerned may suppose them-' those evil passions which produce anger and 
selves much behind hand in the work, through | hardness of heart towards their brethren, so 
past unfaithfulness—there are many rocks, long they are strangers to the spirit and design 
shoals, and quicksands, on which the rightly-| of Christianity. One of the first lessons taught 
laden vessel may be shipwrecked, and suffer) by our blessed Saviour, was in these remark- 
loss ; and indeed, so weighty is the work, and| able words,—* Ye have heard that it hath been 


so diversified the dangers, that there is abun- 
dant cause for all from the least child to the 
most experienced minister, to unite in a Jan-; 
guage formerly uttered, “ And who is suffi- 
cient for these things?’ In the afternoon 
meeting, neither sun, moon, nor stars were 
discernible; nevertheless, just before the 
close, a cry from the bottom of my soul 
seemed to ascend to an Almighty helper, who 
can cause light to arise in the midst of dark- 
ness, and “ turn the shadow of death into the 
morning.” 
(To be continued.) 


For “ The Friend.” 
WAR. 


I entirely concur with the general tenor of 
the extracts on war furnished by N, and in- 
serted in the last number of “The Friend ;” 
but there are a few expressions which appear 
to me to convey sentiments at variance with 
the testimony of the Society of Friends on that 
subject. 





said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy. But J say unto you, Love your 
enemies—bless them that curse you—do good 


whole scheme of gospel ition, as to 
overturn those foundations—they are inter- 
woven with the very texture and body of the 
religion of Christ—wherever this is to be 
found, there peace and good will must exist, 
and that expanded benevolence which em- 
braces every man as a brother, recognises 
every portion of the habitable earth as our 
country, and restricts its sympathies and its 


to them that hate you—and pray for them! acts of kindness within no narrower limits 
which despitefully use you, and persecute|than the whole family of mankind. The 
you.’ Again, * But I say unto you that ye) benign influences of Christianity are as to- 


resist not evil—but whosoever shall smite thee 
on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” 
‘* Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall 
be called the children of God.” 

These strong and unequivocal expressions 
go to cut up by the roots those passions from 
the indulgence of which contention and hatred 
arise, and consequently destroy the very germ 
of war. No man who loves his fellow man, 
and strives to do him good, who invokes bless- 
ings on his head, and prays to his Father who 
is in heaven to forgive even those who per- 
secute and injure him, would think of fight- 
ing or killing his neighbours, however great 
the cause of provocation which he might have 
received. 

The apostle Paul is no less positive in his 
injunction than was his Divine Master. “ Re- 
compense to no man,” says he, “ evil for evil. 


After delineating some of the features of| Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but ra- 
war, it is said, “Such a state, therefore, re-|ther give place unto wrath ; for it is written, 


quires the extremest necessity to justify it.”| vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the 
Again, “ As both parties may'be to blame, and| Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed 
most commonly are, the chance is very great| him ; if he thirst, give him drink, for in so do- 
indeed against its being entered into from an| ing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 


adequate cause.’’ The principles of our So-| Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
ciety recognise no necessity, however extreme, | with good.” 


which can justify war, nor any eause, however 


serious or aggravating, which can authorise} ho 


either vations or individuals, in entering into 
or carrying iton. Another portion of the ex- 
tracts describes the origin of war in these 
words,—* When the workings of bad passions 
are swelled to their height by mutual animosity 
and opposition, war ensues.” Now, whether 
we take this as a correct definition of the ori- 
gin of war, or appeal to the higher standard of 
sacred writ, we shall find that, in every shape, 
and under whatever circumstances, it is totally 
incompatible with the gospel. ‘“ Whence 
come wars and. fightings?” said St. James, 


No necessity, however extreme—no cause, 
wever strong—no injuries, how grievous so- 
ever they may be, can ever abrogate these em- 
phatic injunctions—injunctions as strong in 
their obligation, and as clear in their import as 
any that can be selected from the whole scope 
of the sacred record. Nor is there any com- 
mandment to be found, the violation of which is 
associated with consequences more awful to 
mankind. Our dear Redeemer, after having 
repeated to his disciples. and the assembled 
multitude, that most beautiful and compre- 
hensive prayer which bears his name; and in 
which the suppliant asks for pardon of his 


“Come they not hence, even of your lusts, transgressions as he forgives those who trespass 


which war in your members?’ The very 


design of the gospel is to subdue those “ bad| 
passions,” and to cast out those “ lusts,” from} 
the workings of which wars arise—to soften| not men th 


and meliorate the hard heart, 


against him, adds this solemn declaration, “For 
if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heaven- 
y Father willalso forgive you ; butif ye forgive 
eir trespasses, neither will your hea- 


to subjugate the| veuly Father forgive your trespasses.” This spi- 


angry passions, to smooth the asperities of| rit of forgiveness, so necessary to our salvation 
temperament, and bring mankind to a confor-| and eternal felicity, if suffered to prevail, would 
mity with the example of him whe, “ when he! soon put an end to all the animosities and un- 


was reviled, reviled not again, when he suffer-| kind feelings which exist amongst men, 


tally at variance with a state of war, as the 
spirit from above is opposed to that which is 
from beneath—the one is “ earthly—sensual 
—devilish”’—while the other is first pure— 
then peaceable—gentle—easy to be entreated 
—full of mercy and good fruits—without par- 
tiality and without hypocrisy.” 


(From the Presbyterian.) 
POETRY OF ISAIAH. 


I prefer the majestic prose of our English Brble to 
the sweetest melody, or most sonorous rhythm. My 
only object, therefore, in the following sketch, is to 
show how essentially poetical Isaiah’s language is, 
since a version almost literal, with scarcely any 
change beyond what was necessary to preserve the 
measure, and, without the least embellishment, is still 
so far removed from vulgar . Lhave,in one or 
two places, amplified a little for the sake of perspi- 
cuity, but without the addition of a thought = 
the original does not imply. I have also 
from our version here and there, but only in order to 
get nearer the original. To show my confidence in 
the inspired poet’s genius, I desire the reader to com- 
pare what follows with any passage in Cowper’s Ho- 
mer, which is at all analogous. The heathen bard will, 
of course, have the advantage as to English dress en- 
tirely on his side. 


Hear, oh ye heavens! and give ear, oh earth ! 
It is Jehovah's voice. “ hand hath reared, 
My care hath nurtured children ; and behold ! 
They have rebelled against me. The dull ox 
Knoweth his owner, and the stupid ass 

His master’s crib. But Israel doth not know, 
The chosen people cares not for its God.” 

Ah, sinful nation, bowed beneath the load 

Of your iniquities! Ah, wicked race ! 
Degenerate children! You have left your God, 
You have despised and vexed the Holy One, 
You have gone backward from him. Why, oh why 
Will you by worse offence provoke worse wrath ? 
Already every member is diseased ; 

The head all madness, and the heart all sin. 

In your whole frame there is no soundness left, 
But stripes and bruises and putrescent wounds, 
Not cleansed, nor bound, nor mollified with oil. 
Your country is a waste; your towns a heap 
Of smouldering ashes ; your luxuriant crops 

By strangers reaped or trodden under foot. 
Zion indeed is left, but like a shed 

In a deserted vineyard, or a lodge 

Forsaken by the gardener when the days 

es are past, or like a fort 

Beleaguered and shut up. Alas, for us! 


Had not a scanty remnant been preserved 
Through the forbearance of our the doom 
and | Of m and Gomorrah would be ours. 
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